Walton and Kirkdale Junior Football League - Summer League 2026

Thank you for your enquiry regarding our Summer League.

We will run fixtures on both Saturdays and Sundays. Fixtures will take place at Jeffrey Humble Football Hub, L9 6AG on the best 3G pitches and with the best facilities. Last year was our first year running a Summer League and we had over 160 teams, it may be that that number is significantly exceeded this year.

We will have games from the weekend of 30th May/31st May, after our Winter League has finished. We will end with a full set of fixtures on the weekend of 18th/19th July, prior to school holiday period when everybody’s availability for fixtures is massively reduced and organised football becomes somewhat of a shambles as teams are unable to fulfil fixtures. 

We will be operating age groups from under 8 through to under 15 to the extent our pitch capacity will allow. Age groups are based on next Winter League age groups ie current Winter League under 7s will be Summer League under 8s etc. We will be implementing new Future Fit playing conditions, ie Summer League under 8s and 9s will play 5v5, under 10s and 11s will play 7v7, under 12s and 13s will play 9v9, and under 14s and 15s will play 11v11

Costs:

Walton and Kirkdale Junior Football League’s objective is to provide organised and affordable grassroots football in the community, whether that is Winter League or Summer League. Unfortunately, the rates we pay for pitches in the Winter as set by Liverpool City Council are not being made available to us at this time by Leisure United who manage the hub site at Jeffrey Humble. Pitch prices in certain age groups are up by as much as 50% when compared to Winter League prices.

However, despite increased pitch hire prices, we are still able to offer great value Summer League prices to participating teams as follows; -

[bookmark: _Hlk196257155]U8 and U9 – 5v5 £50 per team
U10 and U11 – 7v7 £65 per team
U12 and U13 – 9v9 £90 per team
U14 and U15 – 11v11 £100 per team

Match fees to cover referee costs will also be payable in addition to the above as follows; -

U8 and U9 – 5v5 £11 per team
U10 and U11 – 7v7 £13 per team
U12 and U13 – 9v9 £15 per team
U14 and U15 – 11v11 £19 per team

We get asked repeatedly, why is it so cheap? What's the catch? The answer is that is the cost to play in WKJFL and on the best 3G pitches at Jeffrey Humble. There is no catch or other costs. If you're asking because the cost is significantly more elsewhere, ask that League why it's expensive, rather than why what we need to cover costs is low!



Summer Leagues come with an inherent problem of unreliability of teams, often resulting in much disappointment and frustration for those teams who wanted to play and were let down through no fault of their own. We will seek to reduce the likelihood of this happening as we do quite successfully in our Winter League. Teams failing to attend any fixture, for whatever reason, will be required to pay double match fee, risk being removed from the League for any repeat behaviour, and the pitch will remain available for use by the opponent as they see fit eg train, organise a fixture with another team struggling to find a suitable pitch venue for football during the Summer months.  

We will be providing a structured and organised Summer League in the same manner we do in the Winter at a venue where the pitches are of the highest quality with excellent facilities. We will endeavour to match ability of teams where we know it when scheduling fixtures. This is dependent upon honesty from teams when applying and numbers of teams in age groups.

We provide a competitive Winter League programme where every player up to and including under 11 age group receives a sizeable individual player award from the League. We consider there are many Tournaments around throughout the year that teams can enter if seeking trophies is their goal. Our Summer League will provide the opportunity to participate and play at low cost. We will not therefore be providing individual or team trophies. We choose to leave the costs of such things in your pocket to choose what you want to do with it, be that buy trophies or otherwise. Too many competitions exist whereby every team pays towards the cost of trophies won by the same teams often organising the competition. We believe those who just want to play should only pay to play.   

We run a significantly oversubscribed Winter League. We expect the Summer League to grow and develop in the same way where it will become difficult to get a space if you’re not already in it and therefore at the front of the queue for spaces the following year. Our advice is always the same, if you want to be in this League……. get in early or risk looking on in future years wishing you joined when you had the chance.

If you want to participate; -

· Complete application form available on our website SUMMER LEAGUE 2026 – Walton & Kirkdale JFL

· Complete and submit the application form. We will keep in touch with you concerning your application and further details regarding dates when payments are due and provide further information in early March.

· Any questions you should arrange to call in to Jeffrey Humble and see the League Secretary, Dave Hill, between 9am and 1.30pm on any Sunday. Please do not call or message regarding Summer League whilst we continue to run our busy Winter League. It is highly likely we will be unable to respond to your enquiry/messages at the current time. If you want to know anything further, please call in on a Sunday and speak with us in person.

